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gether, and were only too glad to be able to point to a discreditable
instance of it.'1
Both the Socialist League and the Fabian Society passed con-
demnatory resolutions, that of the latter body affirming on the
4th December 1885: 'That the conduct of the Council of the
Social Democratic Federation in accepting money from the Tory
Party in payment of the election expenses of Socialist candidates
is calculated to disgrace the Socialist movement in England.' 2
At Nottingham the polling day did not pass without trouble.
Mr. Humphrey, in his History of Labour Representation, says that
'there was great excitement, and windows were broken. The
police made an attempt to clear the market place and, the crowd
offering resistance, drew their staves and charged. The people
retaliated with stones, and many were injured and removed to
the hospital. At nine in the evening the mayor telegraphed for
the hussars, which were stationed at Leeds, and the troops were
ordered to be in readiness. There were, however, not sufficient
horse-boxes on the railway to convey the mounts, and the troops
were unable to move. When this news was received at Nottingham
an urgent appeal was sent to Sheffield, and about 108 men of the
Lancashire and Yorkshire Regiment left Sheffield for Nottingham
where a serious riot had broken out.' *
Like thousands of other people I was in the market-place at the
time, waiting for the declaration of the poll. There was a good
deal of shouting, and there may have been some disorder. The
'Nottingham lambs' were traditionally vocal and impetuous at
election times; but I saw little that need have caused alarm, and I
was convinced that had the local magistrates not lost their nerve and
ordered a police attack on the crowd, there would have been no
serious trouble. I remember seeing — I could not hear — the
reading of the Riot Act from the windows of the Exchange by one
of the magistrates, probably by Alderman Gripper (we called him
'King Agrippa,' because he was the leader of the Liberal Party),
I escaped personal injury when the charge was made, but the police
pursued people into the side streets and needlessly struck them and,
in Dilke's Yard, in Chapel Bar, I was later attacked while standing
in the doorway of the house in which I lodged. The police as well
as the magistrates had lost their heads.
1 George Bernard Shaw, Fabian Tract 41.
8 E. R. Pease, History of the Fabian Society, p. 52.
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